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Summer Camp 
Update 

It is impossible to fully describe what God did in the 
hearts of over 700 campers and staff that passed 
through Servant’s Heart Camp since the beginning 
of June. In many ways it was a very difficult year, 
with sickness and injury running through the staff.  

One of our Junior Counselors dislocated his kneecap, and we took him to the hospital to have it reset.  Fifteen days later he 
dislocated his other kneecap, and we took him to the same hospital.  He had the same doctor and the same nurses. In fact, I 
have two pictures of him being wheeled out of the hospital by the same nurse 15 days apart. Other challenges included one of 
the evangelists cancelling at about 10:00 on Saturday night before the start of camp.  Although it was a very difficult for him, I 
believe that he made the right decision to stay home with his very sick wife. It did, however, add some pressure to find an 
evangelist on very short notice.  After a good number of phone calls, we finally confirmed an evangelist at about 3:00 on 
Sunday afternoon. During the following week, the evangelist got sick, and  I needed to fill in for him. The challenges seemed to 
be never-ending for a large part of the summer, but today the memory of those challenges quickly fades as I recall the vivid 
memories of what God did in hearts this summer. 

One of my favorite times each week is the staff meeting right after the campers leave. I ask the staff to share not only what God 
has done in their own hearts, but also to tell about their “highlight” camper. Week after week, it is super exciting to hear about 
campers that came with a cold heart and how God softened their heart to get things right with Him before the end of the 
week.  I will let some of those that experienced camp express it in their own words.  Many times they can say it so much better 
than I can.  Here are some notes that we received: 

From a teen camper 

“I just wanted to say thank you so much for making my first year at camp amazing . . . At first I was a little skeptical about how 
strict you were, but after the week God showed me why those certain rules were so important. The food was amazing! . . . I 
loved the preaching. I really looked forward to it. Sometimes I feel because I grew up in a Christian home there’s nothing left 
for God to teach me. Boy was I wrong. And on top of that I got assurance that I was saved . . . You’ve truly made a difference in 
my life and I can’t wait to come back next year. It felt like the staff really wanted to get to know me. I’ve been to other camps 
and the staff couldn’t care less, but this camp is different. It’s better. So thank you, and I’ll be praying for everyone who works 
there. Keep up the good work and may God bless you.” 

From a parent 

“Thank you for being such a huge blessing to _______. She came home a changed lady” 

From a staff member 

“Thank you for allowing me to come and be part of SHC this summer! God has stretched and grown me so much within the last 
couple months. . . .I came thinking that I would help other girls to get right with God not understanding how much I need to get 
right with him.  God has been so patient and loving to me; I am thankful that he used this summer to reveal the sin . . . to show 
me that path to victory. . . ..! This summer changed my life.” 

From a family camper 

“Thank you so much for a wonderful, encouraging, and uplifting weekend at camp.” 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE IS DOING! 



Here are a few renderings of the lodge that a friend of the camp so graciously made for us.  We continue to be excited about 
God providing this lodge, and we are waiting for His perfect timing.  Last year at about this time, we were offered a $100,000 
matching gift, and it was very exciting to watch the money roll in to meet that generous offer.  Since that time, however, the 
money for the lodge is coming in at a much slower pace.  At our next board meeting, we plan to talk about some options for 
the lodge, including the possibility of at least putting the lodge under roof.  Matt Krape (our Director of Buildings and 
Grounds) will be getting prices to enclose the building and put it under roof to give us an estimate. Although I do not know 
how much additional money we will need or exactly what the board will decide, my mind was running wild recently.  I am 
expecting that we will need approximately an additional $500,000 to put this building under roof.  Although our year is not 
quite complete, it appears we will have over 1,000 campers this year.  I did some quick math, and that additional $500,000 
divided by 1,000 campers equals $500.00.  Wow, that seems like a very reachable goal.  I do realize that some families send 
multiple children and some campers come to several different camps, but all of a sudden this possible goal of raising $500,000 
does not look so unattainable.  Some would certainly be able to give more than $500 to make up for those that cannot.  
Please be thinking and praying with us, and hopefully we can give you some updated information in our December newsletter.   
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Since many churches make their yearly 
church calendar before our December 
newsletter is mailed, we wanted to give 
the dates for 2023 in this newsletter. 

 

January 22    Bible Quizzing 
January 26 - 28    Teen Winter Retreat 
February 2 - 4    Teen Winter Retreat 
February 19    Bible Quizzing 
March 18*    Joyful Heart Conference 
March 19    Bible Quizzing 
April 22     Bible Quizzing/Youth Rally 
May 11 - 13    Spring Work Days  
May 29-June 11    Staff Training 
June 8 - 9    Young at Heart Retreat 
June 12 - 17    Teen Camp 1 
June 19 - 24    Teen Camp 2 
June 26 - 30    Junior Camp 1 
July 3 - 5    Family Camp 1 
July 6 - 8    Family Camp 2 
July 10 - 14    Junior Camp 2  
July 17 - 22    Teen Camp 3 
July 24 - 29    Teen Camp 4 
July 31 - Aug. 4    Junior Camp 3 
August 17 - 19    Father/Son Retreat 
Sept. 8 - 9    Men’s Retreat 
Sept. 14 - 16    Fall Work Days 
October 19 - 21    Ladies’ Retreat 

We have several little segments of time 

when the camp is not being used.  

Recently a church rented the facility for a 

48-hour period.  It was such a very 

positive time of spiritual, physical, and 

emotional growth for them.  In this case, 

we did not provide the food or the 

program, and yet they were so very 

appreciative of a place for the families of 

their church to connect and grow.  

Perhaps your church could benefit from a 

time of getting away as families or maybe 

a time for the deacons to plan and pray 

for your church. We do have some dates 

available in 2023. Check out the rental 

information on our website. 

*Be sure to note the correct date for 
the Joyful Heart Conference is March 
18—not March 28 as the printed 
brochures read! Sorry for any 
confusion! 


